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GLOSSARY OF TERMS AND ABBREVIATIONS

The Act

The Garda Siochana Act, 2005, as amended, is the principal act governing the
functioning of GSOC. This can be seen at:
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Admissibility

All complaints are assessed against the criteria listed in section 87 of the Act to
decide whether they can legally be admitted for investigation or not.

Advice

This is a sanction, which may be applied by the Garda Commissioner, for breach of
the Discipline Regulations - it can be formal or informal.

Allegation

Each complaint is broken down into one or more allegations, which are individual
behaviours being complained about. For example, if a person said that a Garda
pushed them and used bad language, this is one complaint with two separate
allegations.

Article 2

Article 2 of the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR] states that
everyone’s right to life will be protected by law.

Complaint

An expression of dissatisfaction made to GSOC by a member of the public, about
the conduct of an individual member of the Garda Siochana. A complaint may
contain one or more allegations against one or more Gardai. Each allegation
against each Garda is assessed individually for admissibility.

CoFPI

Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland

Custody Regulations

Criminal Justice Act, 1984 (Treatment of persons in Custody in Garda Siochéna
Stations) Requlations, 1987 - regulations related to the detention of people in
garda stations. It can be seen at
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Discipline Regulations

The Garda Siochana (Discipline) Regulations 2007, as amended. These can be
seen at:
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Disciplinary Action

Sanction which may be applied by the Garda Commissioner following an
investigation. There are two levels of action provided for by the Discipline
Regulations, relating to less serious breaches and serious breaches of discipline
respectively.

Disciplinary
Proceedings

These are proceedings that may be instituted by the Garda Siochana following
a disciplinary investigation. Recommending the institution of such proceedings
is the limit of GSOC jurisdiction. Any sanction arising is a matter for the Garda
Commissioner.

DMR Dublin Metropolitan Region
DO Designated Officer
DPP Director of Public Prosecutions




	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	1. FOREWORD
	2. INTRODUCTION

