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POLICY FOR GSOC VEHICLE USAGE 
  
 
1. PURPOSE: - 
 
To establish a vehicle driving policy, and specific responsibilities for safe 
operation of all GSOC Service vehicles.  
 
In the safe and competent manner of our driving to act as an exemplar for An 
Garda Síochána. Accordingly the policy is quite restrictive and plays 
considerable onus on GSOC drivers to drive to the highest standards at all times. 
 
2. SCOPE: -  
 
All GSOC personnel approved to drive GSOC vehicles to incidents shall adhere 
to this policy.  
 
3. APPROVAL TO DRIVE: - 
 
Only persons approved in writing by the Director of Investigations [or his/her 
Deputy] may drive official GSOC vehicles. Approval will only issue to persons 
carrying a full Irish Class B Driving Licence or its recognised international 
equivalent. Persons without such licences may not drive official vehicles. 
 
4. PROCEDURE  
 

1. Driving Guidelines  
 

i. It is the responsibility of the driver of any GSOC vehicle driven to 
support GSOC operations and inquiries to do so in a lawful, safe 
and prudent manner at all times.  

ii. Safe arrival shall always take precedence over speed and 
manoeuvring en route to an incident or inquiry and on the return 
journey.  
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iii. All vehicles shall be operated in compliance with applicable Road 
Traffic (Traffic and Parking) Acts and By Laws, 1964, 1983, 1992, 
1993 and 2004.  

 
While these statutes provide certain specific legal exceptions to regular vehicle 
regulations applicable to GSOC officers responding to an urgent incident, GSOC 
will seek to invoke such exemptions only in rare and exceptional circumstances.  
 
Driving to incidents shall be categorised based on the nature of the situation. The 
categories are defined as:  
 
5. NORMAL TRAFFIC: - 
 
Routine response, proceeding with caution, obeying all traffic regulations 
(including all relevant speed limits) and without activating Urgent audio/visual 
aids.  
 
6. URGENT RESPONSE: - 
 
Under certain urgent response conditions the Director (or the Deputy in his/her 
absence) is prepared to consider a response utilising Urgent audio/visual aids. 
As a general rule audio/visual aids will not be sanctioned for the purposes of 
exceeding the speed limits and where sanctioned will be for the safe negotiation 
of difficult traffic or road conditions and for the purposes of health and safety 
(such as manifesting a high visibility presence at the scene of an RTC).   
 
7. SANCTION FOR URGENT RESPONSE: - 
 
Given the situations in which sanction to use Urgent audio/visual aids may be 
sought the vehicle driver will telephone the on-call Director or Deputy and  
 
 outline the circumstances of  the incident, 
 any particular urgencies that obtain  
 specific obstacles or hazards that impede good progress (see list of 

possible exemptions below) 
 the proposed actions that the driver wishes to take and 
 the probable duration of the episode 

 
The driver will then be given direction either to use or not to use the audio/visual 
aids. The decision will be logged by the Director/Deputy and the driver should 
record the outcome in his/her notebook as soon as it safe to do so. 
 
If granted, this does not allow the operator of any GSOC vehicle, to drive without 
due care and caution. The regard for the public safety shall always be the 
primary consideration.  
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8. EXEMPTIONS FROM THE PROVISIONS OF ROAD TRAFFIC LAWS FOR 
GSOC OFFICERS & VEHICLES: - 

  
By virtue of his/her powers conferred under Section 98 The driver of a GSOC 
vehicle may be exempt from the provisions of certain road traffic laws, but are not 
immune from the consequences of being involved in an accident. Absent a 
granted sanction as per 7 above, GSOC management do not contemplate 
supporting an application by an officer for an exemption for a breach of the 
Road Traffic Acts. 
 
While the statutes contemplate legal exemptions to the following, GSOC policy is 
considerably more restrictive as regards:  
 

1) Speed Limits.  
2) Red Traffic lights (except light controlled pedestrian crossings).  
3) The circumnavigation of traffic bollard’s and islands.  
4) Driving contra flow in one way streets.  
5) Driving contra flow on the carriageway.  
6) Motorway rules with particular regard to stopping and use of the            

hard shoulder.  
7) Use of non-motorway hard shoulders and bus lanes.  
8) Parking restrictions.  
9) No through traffic.  
10) No overtaking.  
11) Sounding horns at night.  

 
With regard to 1) above it is not envisaged that GSOC will have to respond at 
speed to an incident as it does not form part of any of the first responding 
emergency services. Applications for exemptions from speeding fines and points 
will not, except in exceptional and independently assessed circumstances, be 
facilitated by GSOC management. 
 
With regard to 4) and 5) above, barring the used of roads closed by An Garda 
Síochána pursuant to an incident to which GSOC is responding GSOC vehicles 
will not pursue a contra-flow route. 
 
The other items listed may be considered in the context of the sanctions sought 
and granted.  
 
All the following conditions must exist for the above exemptions to apply.  
 
 Be travelling in an urgent call circumstance  
 The vehicle must look and sound like an Urgent vehicle, blue lights on and 

siren sounding.  
 The driver must deem his/her actions justifiable.  
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9. Difficult Circumstances: - 
 
Some circumstances involving the “Letter of the Law” can confront Urgent 
Vehicle drivers with difficult decisions, traffic lights present particular problems. 
The accepted international practice requires that drivers must come to a 
complete halt on the approach to red traffic lights, before proceeding 
onwards (assuming that it is safe to do so).  
 
The right to exercise any of the above exemptions does not provide for immunity 
against prosecution, in the event of being involved in an accident, while availing 
of any of the exemptions. Blame for an accident will be apportioned according to 
the circumstances and actions taken by the parties concerned. When driving 
outside the constraints imposed by law on motorists, GSOC personnel must 
exercise vigilance and be on the alert for those who will endanger and won’t or 
can’t facilitate their need for road space and safe passage. GSOC personnel are 
at all times accountable for their actions and must – should they be involved in an 
accident – be able to show, whatever the circumstance, that they had acted with 
prudence and care in the execution of their duties.  
 

1. Urgent Response Policy & Sanction: - 
 

before applying to the Director or Deputy for sanction to use audio/visual aids 
drivers shall attain a prompt safe response by: - 

 
a. Familiarising themselves with the safest and quickest routes and 

being knowledgeable of routes and roadways with inherent 
hazards. Examples of such hazards would include – exceptionally 
heavy traffic, schools, hospitals, etc.  

b. Insuring that all occupants of the vehicle are safety belted prior 
to any vehicle movement.  

c. Assuring that all vehicle doors are closed prior to vehicle 
movement.  

d. Driving defensively and professionally at an appropriate speed 
which reflects the existing road and traffic conditions.  

e. Defensive Driving is based upon the following principle: By 
applying full concentration to the driving task the driver is able 
to maximise his/her observations thereby enabling him/herself 
to create and maintain space around his/her vehicle which will 
then give him/her time to respond to, and deal with, hazards 
and situations. Defensive drivers are non-competitive, and 
aware that either they or other road users are likely to make a 
mistake at any time. To drive defensively is to make 
allowances for, and accommodate, these mistakes.  

f. Using warning devices to move around and to request the right-
of-way in a safe and predictable manner.  
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g. Under no circumstances shall GSOC personnel drive faster than 
traffic and road conditions warrant, or take unnecessary risks 
during negative right-of-way situations. Public safety shall always 
take precedence over speed and manoeuvring  
 

2. Specific Rules:  
 

a. When responding "Urgent Response, " ALL” Urgent audio and 
visual devices shall be utilised.  

b. When not utilising Urgent audio and visual aids, all applicable traffic 
regulations shall be observed.  

c. Prior to entering an intersection the driver must account for all 
traffic lanes. If the intersection is a negative right of way (red light, 
stop, etc.), the driver must stop prior to entering the intersection 
and may proceed only if all traffic lanes have yielded right of way.  

d. GSOC vehicles are required to pass other vehicles on the right. In 
any case where an Urgent vehicle passes another vehicle on the 
left, an additional responsibility is incurred which may result in 
liability and other legal sanctions.  

e. During an Urgent response, GSOC vehicles shall avoid passing 
other emergency vehicles which may be responding. 

f. GSOC vehicles involved in an Urgent response shall stop at all 
railway crossings before crossing rail lines. This is due to the fact 
that lights and sirens may mask an on-coming train. Drivers shall 
not rely on the signalling devices alone but shall obtain a confirmed 
visual clearance of the tracks prior to crossing it.  

g. When approaching a school crossing, the driver shall obey all 
applicable traffic regulations, including stopping, regardless of the 
Urgent response. U 

h. urgent response should be discontinued upon hearing any 
communication that informs that the need for Urgent response is 
no longer needed. Upon receipt of such communications the driver 
must immediately resume routine travel and follow all applicable 
traffic regulations. 

 
3. Incident Scene  

 
a. The unique hazards of driving at or near the incident location 

require drivers to use extreme caution and to be alert and prepared 
to react to the unexpected.  

b. Drivers must consider the dangers their moving vehicles pose to 
other Urgent service personnel and on-lookers that may be 
preoccupied with the incident, and may step into the path of a 
moving vehicle.  

c. IF a GSOC vehicle arrives first it shall be stopped so that the 
vehicle can protect personnel engaged at the incident. Flashing or 
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rotating warning lights shall be utilised to warn approaching traffic 
of the incident.  

d. Any on-scene reversing shall be done with the aid of assistance, if 
available. Where assistance is not available, the driver shall carry 
out a 360-degree walk-around and visual clearance check prior to 
reversing. There are no exceptions to this rule.  

 
10. Execution:-  
 
This document  
 
“POLICY FOR GSOC VEHICLE USAGE” 
 
shall come into force from May 9th 2008 and replace that of 09th MAY 2007 and 
will at all times give precedence to updated Road Traffic Regulations.  
 
It is incumbent on all staff to make themselves familiar with the contents of this 
document and enforced Road Traffic Regulations.  
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